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LXXIII. An Account of the hot Baths of Vi- 
nadioj in the Province of Coni in Pied- 
mont ; with the State of the Weather at 
Turin in the Year 1759 : In an ExtraB 
of a Letter from Dr. Jofeph Bruni, 
R R. S. to Mr. Henry Baker, F. R. S. 

Dear Sir, Turin, Feb. 24, 1760. 

Read June 5, / I \ H E warm baths, which have been 
17 °' J[ £0 very ferviceable to the Chevalier 
Oflbrio, run through the rocks, near the village 
called Vinadio, in the province of Coni, 

The water is very clear, and fo warm, one cannot 
bear the hand in it : the contents are fulphur diffufed 
through it, and fome fait almoft like common fait. 
By evaporation, you get five, fometimes fix grains, 
from a pound of water. I fend you a fmall quan- 
tity of the fait, gathered from the ftones by which 
the water runs, before the rifing of the fun, for in 
the day-time it is not found upon them, except in 
winter. Where thefe waters run, they depofit oily 
particles, which, by degrees, join together, and form 
a foft, fpongious, greenifli-yellow fubftance, one inch 
almoft in thicknefs, which is called maffa : this, 
when dry, is wrinkled, takes fire, crackles, and gives 
the fmell of brimftone, and when entirely burnt, 
leaves a black afh behind. I immerfed a piece of 
filver in thefe waters, which, in a few minutes, be- 
came black. Their tafle is neither fait nor acid, but 
difagreeable. The muffa left for two days in common 
water, fwells fix times thicker than it was, ftinks, and 
throws up oily particles on the furface of the water. 
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The fait does not ferment with acids. If you 
diflblve it in common water, and mix it with fyrup 
of violets, it gives fome appearance of a green colour : 
the fame water poured on a folution of filver, it foon 
throws down a white fediment. Some fay thefe wa- 
ters contain nitre, and particles of other bodies ; but 
this has not been demonftrated. 

The diforder of the Chevalier OiTorio, for which I 
advifed him to the ufe of thefe baths, was, that he 
had loft the feeling of his fingers, had a weaknefs in 
his hands, and alfo in his legs, infomuch, that fome- 
times he could not walk in a flrait line, but tottered 
irom fide to fide. He could not extend his toes, and 
the foles of his feet feeled, according to his own ex~ 
preffion, as if hard firings were drawn acrofs them. 
He tried many medicines to no purpofe \ but is now 
perfectly free from the above complaints, by the ufe 
of thefe warm baths ; of which he is fo fully con* 
vinced, that he intends to go to them again next fum- 
mer, notwithflanding at that time of year the heat is 
there exceflive. 

He bathed in thefe waters forty times, when the 
flomach was empty, in a morning -, and flayed in 
them, at firfl, half an hour, but lengthened the time, 
gradually, at lafl, to a full hour. After each bathing, 
he was dried with cloths, and put into a warm bed, 
where a plentiful fweat came on for about half an 
hour; during which, the pulfe beat like that in an 
high fever, but became quieter, as the fweating 
abated. When the fweating was almofl over, and 
the pulfe quite regular, he was dried again with 
cloths, his fhirt was changed, and, fitting up in bed, 
he was refrefhed with a glafs of flrong wine, and a 

piece 
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piece of bread. After this, he rofe, and drefled, and 
took a gentle walk. 

I ohferved, while I was there with the Chevalier 
Oflorio, that no patient, who came thither, received 
the leaft prejudice by the waters, though all did not 
receive alike benefit for their refpe&ive diforders. But 
one gentleman in particular, who came paralitic, in 
the whole inferior extremities of his body, occafioned 
by hard drinking, I faw fo far relieved as to walk 
without help. I alfo faw others cured of diforders 
in the fkin, and relieved in rheumatic and many other 
complaints. 

Several perfons drank the waters of a neighbouring 
fpring, which is lukewarm, but I cannot fay to any 
great advantage : the cures I obferved w r ere by bath- 
ing only. Where there is a partial diforder, the 
waters of Vinadio are pumped upon the difternpered 
part. 

Olaus Borrichius mentions a remarkable cure ef- 
fected by thefe waters. Vide Medic. Septentrion. 
Collate torn. II. p. 8fjr. 

I fend you alfo an account of the weather in this 
country, in the laft year 1 755). It fhews the higheft 
and loweft ftate of the barometer and thermometer 
in every month. 

The firft cypher denotes the day. 

Mat. fignifies the morning; D. M. the afternoon $ 
the following cypher the hour ; and the laft cypher 
the inches, and parts of inches, divided in 12. 

In the thermometer, o denotes the freezing point y 
and the laft cypher the degrees above or under the 
fame. The thermometer is made according to that 
of Monf. De Reaumur. 
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BAROMETRO 



TvTr<r*'K. 



Davs. 



Gennaio 

Febbraio 

Marzo 

Aprile 
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Agofto 
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Dicembrc 



3- 
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11. 
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D.M. 
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Mat. 

Mat. 

Mat. 

D.M. 

Mat. 



22. 


D.M. 


2 3- 


Mat. 
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Mat. 
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Mat. 
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Mat. 
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Mat. 
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Mat. 
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Hours 



7i 
71 

7i 
2 

7* 

7 

7 

4 

7 

7 

3 

7 

3 
6 

6 

6 

6 

3 
6 

2f 

6 
2* 

2* 

6 
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2 
2 

7i 
2 
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Inches. Parts. 
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TERMOMETRO 1759 



Months. Days. 


M. or A. 


Hours. 


Degrees. 




Gennaio {7- 26. 31. 
(12, 13, 14. 


Mat. 
D.M. 


7k 
2 


O 

6 




Febbraio $ lm 4 ' 5 * 
(.17. 22. 


Mat. 
D.M. 


7i 
2 




8* 




Marzo f ^ I 5' 
£28. 


Mat. 
D.M. 


7 

2| 


1 
13 




Aprile I 1 * 
r 1 H- 23, 24. 


Mat. 
D.M. 


7 

2| 


4 

*7* 




M »^o {%x l6 . 


Mat. 
D.M. 


6| 
3 


9 
21 




Giugno {* 9 «- 


Mat. 
D.M. 


6 

3k 


CI 

26f 




G U gl',o £; 


Mat. 
D.M. 


6 

3k 


12* 

28£ 




AS" 110 j^.S. 


Mat. 
D.M. 


6 
3$ 


12$ 
26 




Settembre-? 22 ' * 3 ' 

i9> IO - I2 « 


Mat. 
D.M. 


3 


II 

24 




Ottobre I 6 a * 26 ' 3°- 

C.i-3-7> 8 »9-2i'23- 


Mat. 
D.M. 


7 

2i 


9 

*7 




Novembre^ % ' c 

tig. 26. 29. 


Mat. 
D.M. 


7k 
2 


4i Sottolo 

1 


zero* 


Dicembre j* 8 ' 

i 2 9- 1 


Mat. 
D.M. 


7* 

2 




2f 





Vol. LI. 



5Q^ 
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